SEMESTER ENROLLMENT REPORT BRIEF
Spring 2024

Office of Research and Policy Analysis

UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF GEORGIA




USG Spring Headcount and FTE Enrollment

340,000
320,000
300,000
280,000
260,000
240,000
220,000
200,000
180,000

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Semester Enrollment Report Brief

Total Enroliment

Headcount
326,385

w‘w

2022 2023 2024

Page 1

The headcount enrollment
of the 26 institutions of the
University System of
Georgia in spring 2024 is
326,385, representing an
increase of 4.8 percent
(14,901 students) from the
spring 2023 enrollment of
311,484. This represents a
fifteen-year high, surpassing
the previous spring
enrollment peak of 317,023
in spring 2021. Notably, the
attrition that occurs each
year from fall to spring is
less this year compared to
last year (18,007 vs.

22,975). The spring 2024 full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment increased from 264,853 in spring 2023 to
276,026, an increase of 4.2 percent (11,173 FTE students). The percent of students enrolled full-time
decreased from 65.2 percent in spring 2023 to 64.5 percent in spring 2024.
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For spring 2024, headcount
enrollment is 145,084 in the
research sector, 88,976 in
comprehensive universities,
57,898 in state universities,
and 34,427 in state colleges.
Research universities
increased 4.4 percent from
spring 2023 to spring 2024
continuing a five-year trend
of a 10.1 percent increase
since spring 2020.
Comprehensives increased
5.9 percent this year
compared to spring 2023
and increased 8.1 percent
compared to spring 2020.

State universities and state colleges both increased 4.3 percent over spring 2023, but both declined since
spring 2020 (4.5 percent and 9.8 percent, respectively). The last page of this brief provides enrollment by
individual institution. Overall, 24 institutions had an increase in enrollment over spring 2023.
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Undergraduate vs. Graduate Enroliment
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Systemwide, undergraduate enrollment increased by 3.3 percent (8,120 students) compared to spring
2023 but declined by 0.8 percent (1,989 students) since spring 2020. USG graduate enrollment increased
by 10.4 percent (6,811 students) since spring 2023 and increased by 28.6 percent (16,099 students) since
spring 2020.

Looking at undergraduate enrollment by sector, research university undergraduate enrollment increased
by 2.2 percent (2,042 students) over last spring and 2.7 percent (2,460 students) over the five-year period.
Comprehensive universities increased by 4.0 percent (2,829 students) over last spring and 4.4 percent
(3,074 students) since spring 2020. State university undergraduate enrollment increased 3.6 percent
(1,780 students) since last spring but declined 6.9 percent (3,765 students) since 2020. Finally, state
college enrollment increased by 4.5 percent (1,469 students) over last spring but declined 10.0 percent
(3,758 students) over the five-year period.

Beginning Freshmen
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Traditionally, fall term is the largest entry term for new freshmen, but spring is still an important entry
term for overall enrollment. Systemwide, beginning freshmen enrollment increased by 4.7 percent (218
students) from spring 2023 to spring 2024, but decreased by 6.1 percent (319 students) from spring 2020
to spring 2024.

Looking at beginning freshmen by sector, only one of the four sectors declined since spring 2023; research
universities decreased by 6.9 percent (84 students). The other three sectors saw an increase in beginning
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freshman enrollment: comprehensive universities increased by 21.4 percent (176 students), state
universities increased by 1.9 percent (22 students), and state colleges increased by 7.1 percent (104
students). Over the last five years, three out of the four sectors had a decline in beginning freshman
enrollment. Only comprehensive universities increased beginning freshman enrollment compared to
spring 2020 (21.9 percent, 179 students), while the research university sector declined by 24.5 percent
(367 students, primarily at Georgia State University), state universities declined by 7.0 percent (90
students), and state colleges declined by 2.5 percent (41 students).

Dual Enroliment
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Systemwide, dual enrollment increased by 26.9 percent (3,186 students) compared to spring 2023,
reversing a pattern of decline that started in 2021. Compared to spring 2020, system dual enrollment
increased by 17.8 percent (2,276 students).

Looking at dual enrollment by sector, compared to spring 2023, spring 2024 dual enrollment increased in
every sector. The research sector increased by 15.1 percent (482 students), comprehensive universities by
an astonishing 42.5 percent (1,059 students), state universities by 25.9 percent (842 students), state
colleges by 27.6 percent (803 students). Compared to spring 2020, three out of the four sectors increased
dual enrollment. Research universities increased by 44.9 percent (1,139 students) since spring 2020,
comprehensive universities increased by 44.5 percent (1,095 students), state universities by 4.6 percent
(180 students), and state colleges declined by 3.6 percent (138 students).

Undergraduate Transfers

New Undergraduate Transfers

There were 7,790 new undergraduate transfer students in
spring 2024, an increase of 9.2 percent (654 students)
from spring 2023. Looking over the last five years, there
was a 3.7 percent decline in new undergraduate transfers
(303 students).
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Shifting to graduate
enrollment, compared to
spring 2023, graduate
enrollment increased by
10.4 percent (6,811
students) and compared
to spring 2020, increased
by 28.6 percent (16,099
students). The growth in
graduate enrollment is
largely concentrated at the
master’s degree level, with
a one-year increase of 11.1
percent (5,064 students),
and five-year increase of

32.8 percent (12,523 students). This growth was led by Georgia Institute of Technology. The education
specialist level also witnessed extensive growth - 41.2 percent (1,082 students) compared to spring 2023,
and 88.4 percent (1,741 students) compared to spring 2020, with this growth largely focused at Augusta
University and the University of West Georgia. Students in medical residencies (not included in the graph)
increased from 641 in spring 2023 to 650 in spring 2024.
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Over the last five years, new graduate enrollment has
generally increased, reaching a new peak in spring 2024.
The number of new graduate students increased by 31.8
percent (2,209 students) from spring 2023 to spring
2024. New graduate enrollment increased at 15 of the 17
institutions that offer graduate programs.
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Compared to last spring, spring 2024 in-state enrollment increased by 3.9 percent (9,621 students).
However, compared to spring 2020, in-state enrollment declined by 1.0 percent (2,578 students).

Looking at sectors, since spring 2023, in-state enrollment increased in all four sectors: research
universities by 2.2 percent (2,039 students), comprehensive universities by 5.6 percent (4,235 students),
state universities by 4.2 percent (2,099 students), and state colleges by 4.1 percent (1,248 students).
Compared to spring 2020, in-state enrollment only increased at comprehensive universities (7.1 percent,
5,238 students). In-state enrollment since spring 2020 decreased for all other sectors: research universities
by 0.2 percent (227 students); this was a result of a decline at Georgia State University offsetting gains at all
three other research universities. State universities declined by 6.0 percent (3,372 students), and state
colleges declined by 11.8 percent (4,217 students).

Out-of-State Enrollment Out-of-State by Sector
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Percent Out-of-State with Tuition Waiver Systemwide, out-of-state enrollment increased compared

to spring 2023 (8.6 percent, 3,495 students) and to spring
2020 (28.6 percent, 9,797 students).

Turning to the sector-level, compared to spring 2023,
out-of-state enrollment increased in every sector:
research universities by 9.7 percent (2,685 students), comprehensive universities by 6.1 percent (403
students), state universities by 6.3 percent (260 students), and state colleges by 7.1 percent (147 students).
Since 2020, again, all sectors have seen an increase in out-of-state enrollment. This increase is most evident
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in the research university sector, where out-of-state enrollment increased 36.6 percent (8,160 students),
led by Georgia Institute of Technology. Over the last five years, the percentage of out-of-state students
receiving tuition waivers has steadily declined. Out-of-state tuition waivers exist in the following
categories: presidential (which includes academic, athletic, and international); border (which includes
border county and border state); economic development, employee; military; reciprocal; research and
comprehensive graduate students; and non-resident (for students with a parent, guardian, or spouse who
has lived in Georgia for a year). Border state tuition waivers continue to be an important tool to recruit out-
of-state students to institutions with excess enrollment capacity.
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Systemwide, out-of-country enrollment has increased 7.7
percent (1,785 students) compared to spring 2023.
Compared to spring 2020, out-of-country enrollment
increased by 33.7 percent (6,282 students). This growth
is primarily focused at three institutions: Georgia

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Institute of Technology, Georgia State University, and
Kennesaw State University.

Percent Out-of-Country with Tuition Waiver
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Turning to the sector-level, all sectors have seen an increase in out-of-country enrollment since spring
2023. Research universities increased 7.2 percent (1,392 students), comprehensive universities increased
16.1 percent (348 students), state universities increased 3.5 percent (31 students), and state colleges
increased 2.3 percent (14 students). The five-year trend is the same, with increases in out-of-country
enrollment in all sectors, most notable in the research and comprehensive sectors (34.5 percent and 51.6
percent, respectively).

Over the last five years, the percentage of out-of-country students receiving tuition waivers has generally
declined, though the past two springs have shown a small uptick.
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Asian student enrollment increased by 9.3
percent (3,793 students) in spring 2024
compared to spring 2023. Asian students
make up 13.6 percent of all students, up
from 13.1 percent in spring 2023. Much of
this growth occurred in the research
sector, which saw an increase of 3,150
students. Hispanic enrollment increased
by 8.9 percent (3,066 students) in spring
2024 compared to spring 2023. Hispanic
students represent 11.5 percent of all
students in spring 2024 compared to 11.0
percent in spring 2023. African American

enrollment increased by 4.9 percent (3,771 students). In spring 2024, African American students represent
24.9 percent of all students, unchanged from spring 2023. White/non-Hispanic student enrollment
increased by 1.8 percent (2,508 students) since spring 2023. White/non-Hispanic students represent 43.6
percent of all students in spring 2024, compared to 44.8 percent in spring 2023.

Gender

Percent of Women Enrolled by Sector

In spring 2024, female
student enrollment

70% (183,044) continues to
be substantially higher
65% Seate Tollegss than male student
f — . — enrollment (143,341),
60% making up 56.1 percent
’ of the system total
= — "0 = = 0= — — & — — — 0 System enrollment. Enrollment
55% 56.3% 56.1% increased for both
o— —— — O genders from spring
50% ® Research 2023 to spring 2024
female students by 4.4
45% percent (7,644 students)
and male students by 5.3
40% percent (7,257
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 students). The state

university and state

college sectors have the highest percentage of female student enrollment (62.5 and 62.9 percent,
respectively), and the research sector has the lowest (51.1 percent). The USG proportion of female

enrollees reflects national trends.
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Compared to spring 2023, systemwide non-traditional undergraduate enrollment (students who
matriculated at age 25 or older) increased 2.8 percent (579 students). This is the first year in more than
five years for this population to increase year over year. Compared to spring 2020, non-traditional
undergraduate enrollment decreased 12.1 percent (2,900 students).

By sector, only research universities had a decline in non-traditional students in spring 2024 compared to
spring 2023 (0.8 percent, 42 students), while every other sector had an increase. Comprehensive
universities increased by 2.8 percent (165 students); state universities increased by 3.6 percent (196
students; and state colleges increased by 6.4 percent (260). However, every sector declined over the five-
year period with the research universities declining the most--21.5 percent (1,399 students).
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University System of Georgia
Spring Headcount Enrollment

1-year Change

5-year Change

Institution 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
# % # %
Augusta University 8,616 8,755 8,833 9,036 9,865 829  92%| 1,249 14.5%
Georgia Institute of Technology 35,485 39,708 42,603 43,465 47,654 4,189  9.6%| 12,169 34.3%
Georgia State University 50,006 48,576 47,377 47,094 46,775 -319  -0.7%| -3,231 -6.5%
University of Georgia 37,696 38,298 38,772 39,373 40,7901 1,417 3.6%| 3,094 82%
Research Universities 131,803 135,337 137,585 138,968 145,084| 6,116 4.4%| 13,281 10.1%
Georgia Southern University 23,888 24,463 24,549 23,190 24,212 1,022 4.4% 324 1.4%
Kennesaw State University 35,660 38,580 40,083 40,162 42,818 2,656 6.6%| 7,158 20.1%
University of West Georgia 12,297 12,192 11,510 11,185 12,458 1,273 11.4% 161  1.3%
Valdosta State University 10,482 11,231 10,457 9,453 9,488 35  0.4% -994  -9.5%
Comprehensive Universities 82,327 86,466 86,599 83,990 88,976| 4986 59%]| 6,649 8.1%
Albany State University 5,751 5,695 5,866 5,881 6,079 198  3.4% 328 57%
Clayton State University 6,529 6,531 6,042 5,336 5,609 273  51% -920 -14.1%
Columbus State University 7,454 7,712 7,228 7,201 7,099 -102 -1.4% -355  -4.8%
Fort Valley State University 2,401 2,559 2,411 2,301 2,462 161  7.0% 61  25%
Georgia College & State University 6,567 6,377 6,245 5,945 6,393 448  7.5% -174  -2.6%
Georgia Southwestern State University 2,718 2,871 2,772 2,781 3,159 378 13.6% 441 16.2%
Middle Georgia State University 7,655 7,709 7,280 7,214 7,612 398 55% -43  -0.6%
Savannah State University 3,317 3,070 2,759 2,606 2,762 156  6.0% -555 -16.7%
University of North Georgia 18,210 17,609 16,999 16,243 16,723 480  3.0%| -1,487 -8.2%
State Universities 60,602 60,133 57,602 55,508 57,898| 2,390 4.3%)| -2,704 -4.5%
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College 3,513 3,584 3,411 3,276 3,371 95 2.9% -142 -4.0%
Atlanta Metropolitan State College 1,701 1,674 1,498 1,471 1,563 92 6.3% -138  -8.1%
College of Coastal Georgia 3,308 3,158 2,905 2,924 2,968 44 1.5% -340 -10.3%
Dalton State College 4,442 4,206 4,030 4,050 4,479 429 10.6% 37 0.8%
East Georgia State College 2,393 1,876 1,540 1,524 1,538 14 0.9% -855 -35.7%
Georgia Gwinnett College 11,727 10,756 10,166 10,686 11,135 449  4.2% -592  -5.0%
Georgia Highlands College 5721 5,163 4,710 4,543 4,796 253 5.6% -925 -16.2%
Gordon State College 3,147 2,890 2,643 2,849 2,880 31 1.1% -267  -85%
South Georgia State College 2,200 1,780 1,629 1,695 1,697 2 01% -503 -22.9%
State Colleges 38,152 35,087 32,532 33,018  34,427| 1,409 4.3%]| -3,725 -9.8%
University System Totals 312,884 317,023 314,318 311,484 326,385| 14901 4.8%| 13,501 43%

Compared to spring 2023, enrollment increased at 24 institutions and decreased at two. The largest growth
in terms of percent of students was at Georgia Southwestern State University (13.6 percent, 378 students).
The schools with the second and third largest growth by percentage were the University of West Georgia
(11.4 percent, 1,273 students) and Dalton State College (10.6 percent, 429 students). The two institutions
that experienced an enrollment decline compared to last spring were Georgia State University (0.7 percent,
319 students) and Columbus State University (1.4 percent, 102 students). Looking over five years, even
though the system increased overall enrollment, 16 institutions had a decline in enrollment with growth
focused in the research and comprehensive sectors.
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